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~~~  21st June – 12th July 2026  ~~~
The Campaign for the Protection of Rural England is celebrating its Centenary Anniversary and to mark the occasion CPRE Worcestershire is inviting churches in Worcestershire to compete for a prize in its Best Eco Churchyard Competition.
In February 2024 the Church of England’s lead Bishop for the Environment, Graham Usher, said there was a need for immediate action to promote biodiversity as we are one of the most nature depleted countries in the world - 2% of species are already extinct - 41% of species have declined since 1970, 26% of our mammals are at risk of extinction and 97% of UK’s wildflower meadows have been lost since the 1930s, and he added that in many parishes the churchyard is the only remaining ‘species-rich’ grassland still untouched
To enter CPRE Worcestershire’s Best Eco Churchyard Competition simply score the tick boxes over the page which best describe your churchyard during the period of the 21st June – 12th July 2026 and email the self score sheet plus supporting text to:
andyp@cpreworcestershire.org.uk
The closing date for the competition is 19th July 2026
The returned self score sheets will be judged and the top six entries will be visited anonymously by the judges in July 2026. Certificates and Prizes of £100, £75, £50 will be awarded to the top three burial grounds in person by the CPRE-W judges and by
 Dr Peter King, Chair of CPRE Worcestershire

Also, three emerging ‘Runners-Up’ will receive a Certificate and a Prize of £25 each
















Useful websites for supporting the conservation of burial sites are:
https://www.caringforgodsacre.org.uk/
https://ecochurch.arocha.org.uk/
worcestershire-local-nature-recovery-strategy-lnrs
https://www.worcswildlifetrust.co.uk/protecting-wildlife-worcestershire


Churchyard:……………………………………………..…………….…………………………………………………………….
Contact Details:…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….
Self Assessment Criteria		 Max mark	Self Score	Scorer’s Comments (if any)
-Eco info notice/s explaining how your
churchyard is supporting biodiversity	10	…………..…	……………………….………………….
-Churchyard Plan in porch or notice board 	10	…………..…	……………………….………………….
-Nature survey submitted by school/group	15	…………..…	………….…………………………….…
-Provision of wildflower/long grass area	10   	…………..…	……………..…….…………………..…
-Provision of bird, bat, bug insect boxes	10  	…………..…	………………………………………..…
-Provision of small log pile mammal refuge	5   	…………..…	………………………………………..…
-Condition of conservation area		5   	…………..…	………………………………………..…
-Condition of any apple or pear trees		5   	…………..…	……………………….……………..…
-Condition of any boundary hedges		5   	…………..…	………………………………………..…
-Condition of compost heap/s		5   	…………..…	……………………….……………..…
-Condition of garden seats or benches	5   	…………..…	………………….…………………..…
-Condition of main and meandering paths	5	…………..…	………………………………………..…
-Abundance of flowering shrubs		5	…………..…	………………………………………..…
-Successfully accessed a community grant	5   	…………..…	………………………………………..…
Total self-scored marks	      (100)     ______
How would you describe your burial ground plans and its volunteers’ vision:
………………………….………………………………………….……………………………………………………………………………
………………………….………………………………………….……………………………………………………………………………
………………………….………………………………………….……………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………….………………………………………….……………………………………………………………………………
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………Please feel free to attach an additional page........................................






Churchyard………………………………………………………………………………………………………….………………………………….
Contact details…………………………………………………………………………………………….…………….…………………………..
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